
PICTURE BOOKS AND GRAPHIC 
NOVELS 

            

Many of the selected books address interesting themes, play with text structure and encourage the development of visual 
literacy 

      

Arrival, The  Tan, Shaun What drives so many to leave 
everything behind and journey alone to 
a mysterious country, a place without 
family or friends, where everything is 
nameless and the future is unknown. 
This silent graphic novel is the story of 
every migrant, every refugee, every 
displaced person, and a tribute to all 
those who have made the journey. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Wordless picture book 
presented in 
chapters/episodes. Themes: 
outsiders, migration, 
refugees, belonging, journey 

128 978073441
5868 

Hachette 

Beowulf Crossley-
Holland, Kevin 

Keeping, 
Charles 

'For a long while Beowulf leaned on the 
blood-stained sword; his heart was 
pounding. A man with the strength of 
thirty! Slayer of Grendel and slayer of 
the sea-wolf! A hero without equal in 
this middle-world!' The story of 
Beowulf was written down as an epic 
poem in Anglo-Saxon England. It 
recounts the heroic struggles of one 
man against supernatural monsters. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Powerful text and 
illustration. Classic text, 
literary heritage.  Interesting 
comparison with superhero 
stories or Crossley-Holland's 
short story ' Wild Man' . See 
case study in Guiding 
Readers. 

48 978019279
4444 

OUP 

FArTHER Baker-Smith, 
Grahame 

Baker-Smith, 
Grahame 

When a father who dreams of flying 
goes off to war and does not return, his 
son decides to make the dream come 
true. Grahame Baker-Smith’s moving 
story, with stunning illustrations, shows 
how, with love and a bit of ambition, 
you can reach seemingly impossible 
goals.  

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Rich in themes about 
aspiration, family, love, 
relationship and loss, the 
enigmatic illustration and 
text allows readers to 
interpret the text in different 
ways and will provide plenty 
of food for thought and 
discussion This book won the 
2012 CILIP Kate Greenaway 
Award. 

32 978184877
1338 

Templar 



How to Live 
Forever 

Thompson, 
Colin 

Thompson, 
Colin 

Peter and his family live among the 
Quinces in the cookery section of a 
mystical library, and at night, when the 
library comes to life, Peter ventures out 
of his home to find a missing volume: 
How To Live Forever. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Philosophical themes. 
Detailed illustration will 
encourage 'quick readers'  to 
attend to significant details. 
Can be used with year 4 or 5. 

32  97800994
61814 

Random 
House 

Lost Thing, The Tan, Shaun Tan, Shaun The Lost Thing is a story about a boy 
who discovers a bizarre-looking 
creature whilst out collecting bottle-
tops at the beach. Having guessed that 
it is lost, he tries to find out who owns 
it or where it belongs, but the problem 
is met with indifference by everyone 
else, who barely notice it's presence. 
Each is unhelpful in their own way; 
strangers, friends, parents all unwilling 
to entertain this uninvited interruption 
to day-to-day life. In spite of his better 
judgement, the boy feels sorry for this 
hapless creature, and attempts to find 
out where it belongs. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: belonging, 
identity, imagination, 
aspiration. Urban 
environments. 

32 978073441
1389 

Hachette 

Line of Fire Ardizzone, 
Sarah (trans.) 

Barroux One winter's morning, illustrator 
Barroux was walking down a street in 
Paris when he made an extraordinary 
discovery: the diary of a soldier in the 
First World War. Barroux rescued the 
diary from the rubbish heap, took the 
diary back to his studio and 
subsequently illustrated the soldier's 
words. The result is a striking graphic 
novel adaptation of the soldier's 
moving and powerful account of war. 
The diary was discovered along with a 
medal and a song lyrics in the back of 
the diary that continue until 1917. But 
there is no name in the diary - the 

Diary. Fully illustrated. 
Powerful story 
recommended for mature 
readers. First World War. 
Could be read alongside Gary 
Crewe's Memorial, Eric 
Bogle's  lyrics and poetry of 
the First World War. 

96 978190791
2399 

Phoenix 
Yard 



name on the cover has long faded. He 
remains the unknown soldier. 

Memorial Crew, Gary Tan, Shaun Memorial is a story about a tree 
planted beside a war memorial for the 
Unknown Soldier, in a small country 
town by returned servicemen. Years 
on, the tree has grown to be huge and 
unruly, dislodging the statue next to it 
and creating a traffic hazard in what is 
now a much larger, busier town. A 
decision is made by a local council to 
cut the tree down. Four generations of 
one family recount their memories of 
the tree referencing family history and 
the three wars that they have impacted 
their lives. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justiamginestorycentre.
co.uk  Also see case study in 
Guiding Readers. Story told 
through dialogue - succession 
of voices from different 
members of the same family. 
Could be read alongside 
Barroux Line of Fire , Eric 
Bogle's  lyrics and poetry of 
the First World War. 

32 978073440
5456 

Hachette 

Paperbag Prince, 
The 

Thompson, 
Colin 

Thompson, 
Colin 

This is the story of an old man living in 
a railway carriage on a rubbish dump 
who knows that even rubbish can 
sometimes contain treasure; and that, 
if he stays long enough, gentle nature 
will heal the countryside and make it 
green again. 

Environmental theme. As 
with other books by Colin 
Thompson, this can work 
well with year 4 and year 5 as 
well. 

32  97800999
33205 

Hachette 



Rabbits, The Marsden, John Tan, Shaun The Rabbits, written by John Marsden, 
is partly allegorical fable about 
colonisation, told from the viewpoint of 
the colonised. An unseen narrator 
describes the coming of ‘rabbits’ in the 
most minimal detail, an encounter that 
is at first friendly and curious, but later 
darkens as it becomes apparent that 
the visitors are actually invaders. The 
style of the book is deliberately sparse 
and strange, with both text and image 
conveying an overall sense of 
bewilderment and anxiety as native 
numbat-like creatures witness 
environmental devastation under the 
wheels of a strange new culture. 

Themes: colonialisation, 
urbanisation, invasion,. 

32  97807344
11365 

Hachette 

Rose Blanche McEwan, Ian Innocenti, 
Roberto 

Rose Blanche was the name of a group 
of young German citizens who, at their 
peril, protested against the war. Like 
them, Rose observes all the changes 
going on around her which others 
choose to ignore. She watches as the 
streets of her small German town fill 
with soldiers. 

Second World War. 
Holocaust. Themes: 
assimilation and resistance, 
humanity. 

32 978009943
9509 

Random 
House 

Viewer, The Crew, Gary Tan, Shaun Written by acclaimed horror writer 
Gary Crew, The Viewer tells the 
peculiar story of a boy whose obsession 
with curious artefacts leads him to 
discover an strange box at a dump site. 
It proves to be an ancient chest full of 
optical devices, one of which captures 
his interest; an intricately mechanical 
object which carries disks of images; 
scenes of destruction, violence and the 
collapse of civilisations throughout 
time. The boy is afraid, but also cannot 
help but look into the machine time 

Suspense. Powerful themes - 
human capacity for creativity 
and destruction, hate and 
love, hurt and healing, 
progress and regression. 

32 978073441
1891 

Hachette 



and time again as the images shift and 
change… 

Wall, The Cole, Tom 
Clohosey 

  One boy's struggle to reunite his family, 
published to coincide with the 25th 
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 
wall. Although based around true 
stories, the wall is symbolic of 
separations around the world, whether 
it be between whole communities or 
two individuals. 

Wordless picture book. 
Themes, partition, 
separation, family. Would be 
interesting to read alongside 
Armin Greder's The Island. 
Only available in hardback. 

32 978178370
0776 

Templar 

Way Home Hathorn, Libby Rogers, 
Gregory 

It's night and the dark is filled with 
strange sounds as Shane makes his way 
home. On a fence he finds a stray cat 
that at first growls and spits at him. But 
Shane talks and strokes the kitten to 
calmness, and decides to take the 
'Spitfire, Kitten Number One,' home 
with him. No gang of boys, or avenue 
of dense traffic, or fierce dog can stop 
Shane carrying his new found friend to 
the place he calls home. Gregory 
Rogers' sensitive use of charcoal and 
pastel create Shane and his cat in 
splendid city-at-night time scenes.  

Social realism. Themes, 
homelessness, poverty, 
companionship. 

32 978184270
2321 

Andersen 
Press 



FICTION: Most of these books are relatively short, However some are longer and require sustained reading between sessions to maintain momentum and understanding 
of the narrative arc. This section also incudes short story collections. 

                

Alice's 
Adventures in 
Wonderland 

Carroll, Lewis  Oh my ears and whiskers, how late its 
getting! Would you be surprised to see 
a white rabbit take a watch out of his 
waistcoat pocket? It certainly seems a 
remarkable sight to Alice and, full of 
curiosity, she follows him down a 
rabbit-hole into a very strange world. 
She meets a disappearing cat, plays 
croquet with a bad-tempered Queen, 
joins a mad Hatter's tea party and 
becomes entangled in the case of some 
missing tarts. In Wonderland nothing 
but out-of-the-way things happen... 

Classic fiction. Nonsense. 
Episodic chapters. 
Challenging text, nineteenth 
century diction and 
vocabulary. Recommended 
for higher attaining readers. 
Key passages and chapters 
can be selected for in-depth 
reading. Will require 
sustained reading between 
sessions. There are many 
different versions available.  
This one is reasonably priced 
and with good editing and 
layout.  

368 978009957
2923 

Vintage 

Antigone Smith, Ali Paoletti, 
Laura 

"The crow crossed the sky, slow-
beating her wings. Beat, beat, beat. It 
was night, not yet morning, and her 
feathers were so black that she coasted 
the air invisible above the city wall." 
Thus begins Ali Smith's masterful 
retelling of Sophocles' tragedy about a 
young Theban princess, who decides to 
bury her dishonoured brother 
Polynices against King Creon's express 

Vividly told and wonderfully 
illustrated. Literary heritage. 
Full colour illustration. 

40 978178269
0894 

Pushkin 



orders - with heart-breaking 
consequences. 

Anzac Boys Bradman, Tony   Orphan brothers are sent to Australia 
as Child Migrants. But it’s no great new 
start – instead they face separation, 
servitude, and Gallipoli. 

High interest, reading age 8 
years. First World War. Could 
be read alongside Line of Fire 
and Memorial (see picture 
book selections). Black and 
white illustrations. Generous 
layout with dyslexic friendly 
features. Other high interest, 
lower reading age books are 
available. Email us for further 
suggestions. 

112 978178112
4345 

Barrington 
Stoke 

Aubrey and the 
Terrible Yoot 

Clare, Horatio   Aubrey is the rambunctious young hero 
whose antics often land him in trouble. 
But when his father, Jim, falls under the 
horrendous spell of the Terrible Yoot, 
everything changes. Aubrey sets out to 
break the spell with the help of the 
woodland creatures of Rushing Wood. 
Everyone says his task is impossible, 
but Aubrey will never give up, even if 
he must fight the unkillable spirit of 
despair - The Terrible Yoot - himself! 

Superb storytelling. Rich 
language. Themes: 
depression, anxiety, 
wilderness, family heroism. 
Winner of Branford Boase 
Award 2016. 

192 978191008
0283 

Firefly Press 



Blackberry Blue Gavin, Jamila Collingridge, 
Richard 

Prepare to enter a world of magicians, 
enchanted forests, talking animals and 
wicked witches...These beautifully 
written and original stories will delight 
readers of all ages, and the stunning 
illustrations by Richard Collingridge will 
take your breath away. 

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Short story collection. 
Reworking of old fairy tales in 
the Grimms tradition (for 
robust readers). 
Representations of diversity. 
Black and white illustrations. 
Choose the stories that suit 
the interest and reading level 
of your pupils. 

240 978184853
1079 

Random 
House 

Call of the Wild, 
The 

London, Jack   Life is good for Buck in Santa Clara 
Valley, where he spends his days eating 
and sleeping in the golden sunshine. 
But one day a treacherous act of 
betrayal leads to his kidnap, and he is 
forced into a life of toil and danger. 
Dragged away to be a sledge dog in the 
harsh and freezing cold Yukon, Buck 
must fight for his survival. Can he rise 
above his enemies and become the 
master of his realm once again? 

American classic. Adventure. 
Themes: triumph over 
adversity, survival,civilisation 
and wilderness, instinct, 
individual and group/society. 
Black and white ilne 
illustration. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

160 978014132
1059 

Puffin 

Carrie's War Bawden, Nina   Evacuated from London to Wales 
during World War II, Carrie and her 
brother are sent to live with the very 
strict Mr Evans. In trying to heal the 
breach between Mr Evans and his 
estranged sister, Carrie does the worst 
thing she ever did in her life. 

Classic fiction. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Select key 
chapters and passages for in-
depth reading. Could also be 
read as a class novel. Black 
and white line illustration. 

240 978014135
4903 

Puffin 

Chasing the Sun Tadjo, 
Veronique 

  A wonderful collection of short stories, 
both traditional and modern, by 12 
authors from all across Africa. Old 
fables that have been passed down 
through the decades sit alongside 
contemporary tales, giving a stirring 
insight into the continent and its 
storytelling tradition. The book includes 
maps and is boldly illustrated by 

Short story collection. African 
writers. Contemporary and 
traditional stories included. 
Black and white line 
illustration. 

144 978071368
2175 

Bloomsbury 



Veronique herself, giving it an 
authentic ethnic feel. 

Chinese 
Cinderella and 
the Secret 
Dragon Socirty 

Yen Mah, 
Adeline 

  During her lonely childhood in 
Shanghai, Adeline Yen Mah wrote 
adventure stories to escape from her 
terrible step-mother and cruel siblings. 
The characters she created often 
became more real to her than her own 
family. In Chinese Cinderella and the 
Secret Dragon Society, Adeline tells the 
story of Chinese Cinderella, a young girl 
who, after being thrown out of her 
home, has no choice but to go out and 
seek her own destiny. 

First person narration. This 
story is a blend of fiction, 
non-fiction and 
autobiography thus providing 
an opportunty to talk  discuss 
the ways in which these 
genres convey 'truth'. 
Themes: knowledge and 
power, personal 
development, tradition, 
family. Global dimension 

304 978014131
4969 

Puffin 

Christmas Carol, 
A 

Dickens, 
Charles 

  The ultimate Yuletide fairy tale. No 
plum pud till you’ve read it! Christmas? 
Bah, humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge is a 
miserly old skinflint. He’s horrid to 
everyone. The spirit of Christmas? 
Forget it. But then three ghosts pay 
him a visit. One shows him Christmas 
past. One shows him Christmas 
present. And one shows him an eerie 
Christmas future. Now Scrooge has one 
last chance, before it’s too late… 

Classic novel. Themes: greed, 
repentence and redemption, 
family, love. Recommended 
for higher attaining readers. 
Other versions and 
adaptations available. 

144 978140714
3644 

Scholastic 



Clockwork Pullman, Philip Bailey, Peter Tick, tock, tick, tock! Some stories are 
like that. Once you've wend them up, 
nothing will stop them ...A tormented 
apprentice clock-maker, a deadly 
mechanical knight in armour - and the 
sinister Dr Kalmenius, who some say is 
the devil ...Wind up these characters, 
fit them into a story on a cold winter's 
evening, with the snow swirling down, 
and suddenly life and the story begin to 
merge in a peculiarly macabre - and 
unstoppable - way. Almost like 
clockwork. 

Themes: be careful what you 
wish for, search for eternal 
youth, good and evil, 
creativity. Could be read 
alongside, Pinocchio, The 
Picture of Dorian Gray, The 
Nutcracker or Colin 
Thompson's How to Live 
Forever. Short novel but with 
sophisticated themes which 
make it most suited to older 
juniors. 

96 978044086
6381 

Random 
House 

Fib, The 
Swap,The Trick 
and Other 
Stories, The 

Layton, George   In The Fib, The Swap and The Trick 
George Layton's collections of short 
stories evoke a nostalgic, atmospheric 
view of growing up in the 1950s. 

Short story collection. 
Modern classic. Humour. 
Select stories to suit the 
interest and reading level of 
your pupils. 

  978144728
6738 

  

Garbage King, 
The 

Laird, Elizabeth   Inspired by the true story of an African 
childhood lived on the edge of 
destitution, award-winning Elizabeth 
Laird's new novel takes readers on an 
unforgettable emotional journey. 
When Mamo's mother dies, he is 
abandoned in the shanties of Addis 
Ababa. Stolen by a child-trafficker and 
sold to a farmer, he is cruelly 
treated. Escaping back to the city, he 
meets another, very different runaway. 
Dani is rich, educated -- and fleeing his 
tyrannical father. Together they join a 
gang of homeless street boys who 
survive only by mutual bonds of trust 
and total dependence on each other. 

Set in Ethiopia.Themes: 
homelessness,  friendship, 
child labour, family. Longer 
novel requires sustained 
reading between sessions. 
Can also be read as  class 
novel. 

336 978150980
2951 

Macmillan 



God Beneath the 
Sea, The 

Garfield, Leon 
& Blishen, 
Edward 

Keeping, 
Charles 

Leon Garfield and Edward Blishen retell 
some of the most famous Greek myths 
in this classic of children's literature. 
This is the epic history of the Greek 
Gods told from their violent beginnings 
to the creation of man. 

Literary retellings of Greek 
myths. Highly descriptive 
language. Ted Hughes wrote: 
'Genuine, imaginative 
retellings ... Everything jumps 
to life in front of your eyes.' 
Winner of the Carnegie 
Medal 1970. Select stories to 
suit the interest and reading 
level of your pupils. 
Recommended for higher 
attaining readers. 

224 978085753
3111 

Hachette 

Graveyard Book, 
The 

Gaiman, Neil Riddell, Chris When a baby escapes a murderer 
intent on killing the entire family, who 
would have thought it would find 
safety and security in the local 
graveyard? Brought up by the resident 
ghosts, ghouls and spectres, Bod has an 
eccentric childhood learning about life 
from the dead. But for Bod there is also 
the danger of the murderer still looking 
for him - after all, he is the last 
remaining member of the family. A 
stunningly original novel, deftly 
constructed over eight chapters, 
featuring every second year of Bod's 
life, from babyhood to adolescence. 
Will Bod survive to be a man? 

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: growing 
up.rights of passage, 
forgiveness and redemption, 
family/community, 
friendship, bravery. Could be 
read alongside extracts from 
The Jungle Book (which in 
part inspired The Graveyard 
Book). Black and white 
illustrations. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

304  97807475
94802 

Bloomsbury 



Half a Man Morpurgo, 
Michael 

O'Callaghan, 
Gemma 

Michael Morpurgo remembers the 
post-war Britain of his childhood in this 
unflinching and deeply poignant tale of 
the physical and mental scars of war. 
From a young age, Michael was both 
fascinated by and afraid of his 
grandfather. Grandpa's ship was 
torpedoed during the Second World 
War, leaving him with terrible burns. 

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Shorter novel.  
Morpurgo writes with grace, 
warmth, honesty and 
sensitivity. The illustrations 
are brought to life with vivid 
oranges, stark blacks and 
calm blues, and powerfully 
highlight the violence, 
sadness, alienation and pain 
caused by war. This is a 
poignant, moving tale that 
older, mature readers will 
appreciate 

64  97814063
60769 

Walker 
Books 

Happy Prince, 
The 

Wilde, Oscar   A haunting, magical fairy-tale 
collection, in which Oscar Wilde 
beautifully evokes (among others) 'The 
Happy Prince' who was not so happy 
after all, 'The Selfish Giant' who 
learned to love little children and 'The 
Star Child' who did not love his parents 
as much as he should. Each of the 
stories shines with poetry and magic 
and will be enjoyed by children of 
every age. This is a perfect collection 
for children young and old, introduced 
by Markus Zusak, bestselling author of 
The Book Thief. 

Classic fiction. Poetic, literary 
text.Nineteenth century 
diction, syntax and 
vocabulary make this a 
challenging choice for 
readers unfamiliary with this 
style. could be read alongside 
Hans Christian Andersen. For 
example, 'The Nightingale 
and the Rose' was in part 
inspired by Andersen's 'The 
Emperor and and the 
Nightingale'. Also David 
Lucas, The Robot and the 
Bluebird. Black and white line 
drawings.  See case study in 
Guiding Readers: layers of 
meaning. 

224 978014132
7792 

Puffin 



Hero on a Bicycle Hughes, Shirley   Hero on a Bicycle is a gripping and 
moving first novel by one of the world's 
best-loved writers for children. In 
extraordinary circumstances, people 
are capable of extraordinary things ...it 
is 1944 and Florence is occupied by 
Nazi German forces. The Italian 
resistance movement has not given up 
hope, though - and neither have Paolo 
and his sister, Constanza. Both are 
desperate to fight the occupation, but 
what can two siblings do against a 
whole army with only a bicycle to help 
them?  

Longer novel, so requires 
sustained reading between 
sessions. Could also be used 
as a class novel. 

224 978140636
6174 

Random 
House 

Hoot Hiaasen, Carl   Roy’s family has just moved again - this 
time to flat and boring Coconut Grove 
in Florida. As the new kid, he is easy 
prey for Dana Matherson, the thick-
headed school bully. Life seems 
miserable. But when, thanks to Dana, 
he spots a mysterious barefooted boy 
running away from the school bus, 
follows him, and becomes friends with 
the runaway’s stepsister, Roy is in for a 
lifetime adventure. 

Humour. Distinctive narrative 
voice. Themes: moving 
home, bullying, runaway, 
environment, wildlife 
protection. White Raven 
selection 2003 (International 
Youth Library). Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

288 978033041
5293 

Macmillan 

Iron Man, The Hughes, Ted   Mankind must put a stop to the 
dreadful destruction by the Iron Man 
and set a trap for him, but he cannot 
be kept down. Then, when a terrible 
monster from outer space threatens to 
lay waste to the planet, it is the Iron 
Man who finds a way to save the 
world. 

Classic fiction. Fable/fairy 
tale/ science fiction. Themes: 
responding to outsiders, 
brain over brawn. Could be 
read alongside Armin 
Greder's The Island or Kevin 
Crossly-Holland's Beowulf. 

80 978057122
6122 

Faber 



Journey to 
Jo'burg 

Naidoo, Beverly   This is the story of love, commitment 
and the flowering of the human spirit 
against the background of South 
Africa's apartheid. Frightened that their 
baby sister Dineo will die, thirteen-
year-old Naledi and her younger 
brother Tiro run away from their 
grandmother to Johannesburg to find 
their mother, who works there as a 
maid. Their journey illustrates at every 
turn the grim realities of apartheid - 
the pass laws, bantustans, racism, the 
breakdown of family life. The opulence 
of the white "Madam's" house 
contrasts starkly with the reality that 
Naledi and Tiro face - that their baby 
sister is suffering from starvation, not 
an incurable disease. 

Modern classic. Global 
dimenson. Themes: 
determination and 
perseverance, 
family/siblings, prejudice and 
tolerance. 

96 978000726
3509 

HarperColli
ns 

Jungle Book Kipling, 
Rudyard 

  The Jungle Book is a classic story of 
friendship between man and beast. 
Saved from the jaws of the evil tiger 
Shere Khan, young Mowgli is adopted 
by a wolf pack and taught the law of 
the jungle by lovable old Baloo the bear 
and Bhageera the panther. The 
adventures of Rikki-Tikki-Tavi the 
snake-fighting mongoose, little Toomai 
and the elephant's secret dance, and 
Kotick the white seal are all part of 
Mowgli's extraordinary journey with his 
animal friends. 

Classic text. Animated and 
live action films available for 
comparison. This edition 
includes additional material - 
author profile, activities, 
behind the scenes.  
Challenging text. Themes: 
relationships, loyalty, 
courage, integrity, tradition, 
coming of age, faith, rules 
and order. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 
Black and white line 
illustrations. Could be read 
alongside Neil Gaiman's The 
Graveyard Book. 

256  97801413
25293 

Puffin 



Last Leopard, The St John, Lauren   Martine is looking forward to the 
holidays and riding Jemmy, her white 
giraffe, until an accident sends her and 
Ben on a journey to the Matobo Hills 
wilderness in Zimbabwe. It is a lawless 
land, where nothing is as it seems. 
When they uncover a plot in which the 
fate of a magnificent leopard and the 
lost treasure of an African King are 
mysteriously linked, their friendship 
faces its greatest test. Far from home 
and the help of Grace and Tendai, and 
with Gwyn Thomas languishing, under 
false accusations, in jail, Martine and 
Ben must use every survival skill they 
possess. They'll come face to face with 
Griffin, Mercy, Mr Ratcliffe (known as 
Rat), Magnus the hornbill, and a witch 
doctor, not to mention Khan, the last 
leopard. They must decide who their 
friends are, and who are enemies, as 
they race against time to save the 
world's rarest leopard and each other. 

Third adventure in the White 
Giraffe series (extract used in 
2016 SATs) but can be read 
independently.  

224 978184255
6672 

Hachette 

London Eye 
Mystery, The 

Dowd, Siobhan   When Ted and Kat watched their 
cousin Salim get on board the London 
Eye, he turned and waved before 
getting on. But after half an hour it 
landed and everyone trooped off - and 
no Salim. Where could he have gone? 
How on earth could he have 
disappeared into thin air? 

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Mystery. Themes: 
problem solving, firendship, 
love, hope, language. Longer 
novel requires sustained 
reading between sessions. 
Could also be read as a class 
novel. 

336 978014137
6554 

Random 
House 



Millions Boyce, Frank 
Cottrell 

  Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, 
are unwittingly caught up in a train 
robbery during Britain's countdown to 
joining the Euro. Suddenly finding 
themselves with a vast amount of cash, 
the boys have just one glorious, 
appalling dilemma - how to spend it in 
the few days before it becomes 
worthless. Torn between the vices of 
buying a million pizzas and the virtues 
of ending world poverty, the boys soon 
discover that being rich is a mug's 
game. For not only is the clock ticking - 
the bungling bank robbers are closing 
in too. 

Themes: family, 
bereavement, money, ethics, 
happiness. This edition 
includes discussion ideas. 
Longer novel requires 
sustained reading between 
sessions. Could also be read 
as a class novel. 

272 978144728
2341 

Macmillan 

Once Gleitzman, 
Morris 

  Once by Morris Gleitzman is the story 
of a young Jewish boy who is 
determined to escape the orphanage 
he lives in to save his Jewish parents 
from the Nazis in the occupied Poland 
of the Second World War. Everybody 
deserves to have something good in 
their life. At least Once. 

Emotional story about the 
holocaust from a child's point 
of view. Recommended for 
mature and robust readers. 
Themes: tolerance, racism, 
human rights, courage, 
friendship, sacrifice, survival. 
Due sensitivity towards the 
subject needed.  

160 978014132
0632 

Puffin 

Other Side of 
Truth, The 

Naidoo, Beverly   This is the story of 12 year-old Sade 
and her brother Femi who flee to 
Britain from Nigeria. Their father is a 
political journalist who refuses to stop 
criticising the military rulers in Nigeria. 
Their mother is killed and they are sent 
to London, with their father promising 
to follow. Abandoned at Victoria 
Station by the woman paid to bring 
them to England as her children, Sade 
and Femi find themselves alone in a 
new, often hostile, environment. Seen 
through the eyes of Sade, the novel 
explores what it means to be classified 

Themes: corruption, racism, 
prejudice, refugees, triumph 
over adversity, honesty, 
identity, human rights. 
Longer novel requires 
sustained reading between 
sessions. Could also be read 
as a class novel. 

240 978014130
4762 

Penguin 



as 'illegal' and the difficulties which 
come with being a refugee. 

Ransom of Dond, 
The 

Dowd, Siobhan   As the younger of a pair of twins, Darra 
has always known the terrible destiny 
that awaits her. To bring good luck and 
prosperity to her island community, the 
thirteenth child of any woman is 
sacrificed to the dark god, Dond, when 
they reach the age of thirteen. But as 
the fateful day of her thirteenth 
birthday grows closer, Darra discovers 
an unexpected truth that will change 
everything. 

Fable. Themes: fear, hope, 
love, loss. Black and white 
illustrations. 

112 978055257
4365 

Random 
House 

Savage, The Almond, David   Imagine you wrote a story and that 
story came true. This is exactly what 
happens to Blue Baker when he writes 
about a savage living alone in the 
woods near his home. After his dad's 
death, Blue finds comfort in dreaming 
of a wild kid who survives on a diet of 
berries and the occasional hapless 
passer-by. But when the savage pays a 
night-time visit to the local bully, 
boundaries become blurred and Blue 
begins to wonder where he ends and 
the savage begins. 

Free discussion guide 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: berevament, 
bullying, revenge, 
redemption. Part prose, part 
graphic novel. Challenging 
visual language. 

80  97814063
19859 

Walker 
Books 



Shadow Cage, 
The 

Pearce, 
Philippa 

  A classic collection from one of the 
greatest children's writers of all time 
and the author of Tom's Midnight 
Garden. 

Classic short story collection. 
Ghost stories and tales of the 
supernatural. Full of drama 
and suspense. 
Recommended for robust 
readers and those that like a 
little frisson of fear. 

144 978190325
2406 

Jane Nissen 

Skellig Almond, David   When a move to a new house coincides 
with his baby sister's illness, Michael's 
world seems suddenly lonely and 
uncertain. Then, one Sunday 
afternoon, he stumbles into the old, 
ramshackle garage of his new home, 
and finds something magical. A strange 
creature - part owl, part angel, a being 
who needs Michael's help if he is to 
survive. With his new friend Mina, 
Michael nourishes Skellig back to 
health, while his baby sister languishes 
in the hospital. But Skellig is far more 
than he at first appears, and as he 
helps Michael breathe life into his tiny 
sister, Michael's world changes for ever 
... 

Literary novel, exquisitely 
crafted. Themes: growing up, 
family, love, tolerance, grief, 
hope. Note: there is one 
instance of the word 
'bollocks' which is true to 
character and not used 
gratuitously. The television 
adaptation is rated PG. 
Longer novel requires 
sustained reading between 
sessions. Could also be read 
as a class novel. 

176 978034099
7048 

Hachette 

Sky Hawk Lewis, Gill   When Callum and his friends find Iona 
on Callum's farm they try to chase her 
back into the village. But Iona runs 
from them up into the hills. It is late 
and dark and snow lies in the mountain 
gullies. Worried for Iona's safety, 
Callum follows to find her shivering 
with cold but refusing to leave. She is 
guarding a secret hidden in the forest 
above the dark waters of the loch. So 
they make a deal. Iona shares the 
secret and in return Callum allows her 
back onto the farm. They form a deep 
bond of friendship and make a promise 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: journeys, 
friendship, conservation, 
communities. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

240 978019275
6244 

OUP 



to keep their secret safe from harm. It 
is a promise that will change Callum's 
world for ever ... 

Sleeper and the 
Spindle, The 

Gaiman, Neil Riddell, Chris On the eve of her wedding, a young 
queen sets out to rescue a princess 
from an enchantment. She casts aside 
her fine wedding clothes, takes her 
chain mail and her sword and follows 
her brave dwarf retainers into the 
tunnels under the mountain towards 
the sleeping kingdom. This queen will 
decide her own future – and the 
princess who needs rescuing is not 
quite what she seems. Twisting 
together the familiar and the new, this 
perfectly delicious, captivating and 
darkly funny tale 

Lavishly illustrated 
throughout. Winner of the 
Greenaway Medal for 
illustration 2016. 

72 978140885
9643 

Bloomsbury 

Slog's Dad Almond, David McKean, 
Dave 

Slog believes in life after death. He 
reckons that the scruffy bloke sitting 
outside the pork shop is his dad come 
back to visit him for one last time - just 
like he'd said he would, just before he 
died. Slog’s mate Davie isn’t convinced. 
But how does this man know 
everything Slog’s dad would know? 
Because Slog says it really is his dad, 
that’s how. 

Part prose, part graphic 
novel.First person narration 
with flashbacks. Mystery. 
Challenging visual language 
make this an interesting text 
for developing visual literacy. 
Themes: coping with 
loss,bereavement, love, 
sacrifice, redemption,  North-
East dialect provides an 
opportunity to talk abot 
language variation and 

64 978140633
1394 

Walker 
Books 



diversity. Full colour 
illustration throughout. 

Story of the Blue 
Planet, The 

Magnason, 
Andri 

Jonsdottir, 
Aslung 

 An eco-fable with heart and humour 
Brimir and Hulda are best friends, living 
on a beautiful blue planet where there 
are no grown-ups, life is wild and free, 
and each day is more exciting than the 
last. Until, one day, a rocket ship 
piloted by a strange-looking adult 
named Gleesome Goodday crashes on 
the beach. He promises to make life a 
hundred times more fun - with flying-
powder, and coated skin so that no one 
ever has to bathe again - and even nails 
the sun to their sky. But Hulda and 
Brimir soon discover that their endless 
fun has consequences. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Winner of UKLA Book 
Award 2014. Themes 
environmental responsibility. 
Translated from Icelandic. 
Black and white illustrations. 

144 978178269
0658 

Pushkin 
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Tall Story Gourlay, Candy   Be careful what you wish for ...Andi is 
short. And she has lots of wishes. She 
wishes she could play on the school 
basketball team, she wishes for her 
own bedroom, but most of all she 
wishes that her long lost half brother, 
Bernardo, could come and live in 
London, where he belongs. Then Andi's 
biggest wish comes true and she's 
minutes away from becoming 
someone's little sister. As she waits 
anxiously for Bernardo to arrive from 
the Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out 
to be tall and just as mad as she is 
about basketball. When he finally 
arrives, he's tall all right. But he's not 
just tall ...he's a GIANT. In a novel 
packed with humour and quirkiness, 
Gourlay explores a touching sibling 
relationship and the clash of two very 
different cultures. 

Dual narration.Themes: 
difference, culture. Global 
dimension. Longer novel, 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

304 978184853
1376 

Random 
House 

There's a Boy in 
the Girl's 
Bathroom 

Sachar, Louis   A boy who fights with his school mates, 
and makes it difficult for anyone to like 
him, learns how to be accepted. A story 
of isolation, bravery and gradual 
acceptance told with humour by Louis 
Sachar, the author of the 
brilliant Holes. 

Humour. Themes: friendship, 
family, bullying, outsiders, 
belonging, counselling, 
perseverance and personal 
growth, overcoming 
difficulty.Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions if using as 
a guided reading book 

208 978140886
9109 

Bloomsbury 

Treason Doherty, Berlie   Will Gaveston is page boy to little 
Prince Edward, son of King Henry VIII. 
When his father is accused of treason 
and thrown into Newgate Prison, Will 
has to go into hiding in the back streets 
of London. He is befriended by a poor 
boy, Nick Drew, and together they 
brave imprisonment and death as they 

Historical fiction. Tudor 
England. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

352 978184939
1214 

Andersen 
Press 



desperately try to gain pardon for Will's 
father. 

Whale Boy Davies, Nicola   Michael, a young boy growing up on 
the tropical island of Rose Town, has 
been saving up for his own fishing boat 
for years. But when a terrible storm 
wrecks his home, Michael is forced to 
take a job working for a rich, 
mysterious newcomer named Spargo. 
Spargo asks Michael to search for one 
thing in the deep waters around Rose 
Town - whales... 

Themes: humans and the 
natural world, wildlife 
conservation, whaling. Global 
dimension. Shortlisted for 
the Blue Peter Book Award. 
Longer novel requires 
sustained reading between 
sessions. Could also be read 
as a class novel. 

272 978044087
0159 

Random 
House 

Wonder Palaccio R J   Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-
year-old. He does ordinary things - 
eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. 
He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 
kids don't make other ordinary kids run 
away screaming in playgrounds. 
Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever 
they go. Born with a terrible facial 
abnormality, Auggie has been home-
schooled by his parents his whole life. 
Now, for the first time, he's being sent 
to a real school - and he's dreading it. 
All he wants is to be accepted - but can 
he convince his new classmates that 
he's just like them, underneath it all?  

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: rites of 
passage, bullying, friendship, 
loss and grief. Longer novel 
requires sustained reading 
between sessions. Could also 
be read as a class novel. 

320 978055256
5974 

Random 
House 

Non Fiction               

  



All About Politics Marr, Andrew   All About Poltics is a straight-talking 
guide to how politics really work. All 
the political structures and ideas are 
covered, from ancient Greek 
philosophy to modern governments. 
Find out how different systems and 
beliefs have developed, the ways in 
which laws are made, what happens 
behind the scenes in parliament, and 
how they can get involved. Plus, it 
clearly explains those tricky words and 
definitions with bright graphics and 
clever illustrations that  will engage 
young readers. From famous leaders to 
great speeches, revolutions to age-old 
traditions, your pupils  will discover all 
about the really big political issues in 
the world today. 

Important topic. Could be 
read alongside George 
Orwell's Animal Farm. Select 
Double page spreads for -in-
depth reading. Different 
groups could focus on 
different aspects and then 
share, 

96  Dorling 
Kindersley 

I Am Malala   Raised in a once-peaceful area of 
Pakistan transformed by terrorism, 
Malala was taught to stand up for what 
she believes. So she fought for her right 
to be educated. And on 9 October, 
2012, she nearly lost her life for the 
cause. 

Autobiography. This edition 
includes teachers notes and 
an interview with Malala. 

272 978178062
2163 

Hachette 

Singing for Mrs 
Pettigrew 

Morpurgo, 
Michael 

 This collection by the 2003-2005 
Children's Laureate, Michael Morpurgo, 
contains short stories, essays and 
commentaries to illuminate the craft of 
storytelling. Analyzing all aspects of 
writing - character, plot, sources and 
inspiration, retelling and biography - it 
is perfect for anyone, young or old, 
who loves great stories and wants to 
know more about the art of telling 
tales. 

Autobiographical stories, 
essays. Reflections on the 
craft and process of writing. 
Back and white illustrations 

272 978140630
5746 

Walker 
Books 



POETRY:                

 

Classic Poetry Rosen, Michael Howard, Paul This title includes over eighty of the 
memorable poems written in the 
English language, from William Blake's 
"The Tyger" to Lewis Carroll's 
"Jabberwocky". Selected by Children's 
Laureate Michael Rosen, accompanied 
by his lively biographical sketches and 
notes, this is a classic collection that is 
complemented brilliantly by some fine 
illustrations by Paul Howard. 

Classic anthology. Lavishly 
illustrated to engage 
readers.A more expensive 
text but worth it to attract 
readers to poetry that they 
might not necessarily self-
select. This collection will 
repay the investment if used 
regularly not only in guided 
and group reading but also as 
a text for reading aloud and 
sharing with the whole 
class.Will support many 
sessions across the year 
providing good value. 

160 978140631
7435 

Walker 
Books 

Highwayman, 
The 

Noyes, Alfred Keeping, 
Charles 

Alfred Noyes's famous poem still has 
the power to thrill us as we read the 
story of the highwayman and his 
doomed love for Bess, the landlord's 
black-eyed daughter.  

Powerful illustration. Winner 
of the Greenaway Medal for 
illustration. 

32 978019279
4420 

OUP 

Lady of Shalott, 
The 

Tennyson, 
Alfred Lord 

Keeping, 
Charles 

Four gray walls, and four gray towers, 
Overlook a space of flowers, And the 
silent isle imbowers The Lady of 
Shalott. Tennyson's romantic poem, full 
of atmosphere and emotion, tells the 
story of the mysterious Lady of Shalott. 

Free discussion notes 
www.justimaginestorycentre.
co.uk Themes: love loss, 
freedom, capaticity, 
Arthurian legend. Cross-
curricular connections: art. 

32 978019279
4437 

OUP 

              

 


