
KEY STAGE 4
SUBJECT INFORMATION BOOKLET



Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

Key stage 4 is one of the most important periods in a student’s school career.   At Sydney Russell School our staff work
hard to help ensure it is an enjoyable and productive experience which results in good examination results and a clear
pathway to further study and eventually a rewarding career.

So, please take care to look over the key stage 4 curriculum and come to the Subject Information Evening on Tuesday
28th of February to learn more about expectations at key stage 4.

Students can express their preference for subjects at key stage 4.  Please use this booklet to support your son/daughter
in expressing their subject preference for the next stage of their learning.

It is important that subject preferences are not based on a particular teacher (he or she may not be teaching the subject
next year); not because a subject is seen as “easy” (there are no easy subjects); not because a subject is simply “new”.
Instead, encourage your son/daughter to take into account three main criteria:  personal strengths and weaknesses;
keeping open a wide range of career choices and achieving a balanced range of subjects.

I wish you all well in your decision-making and look forward to an excellent set of results in the near future.

  Monday 6th March 2017

Your Sincerely

Ms J. Davies
Principal

THE PRINCIPAL



Subject Preferences
At the end of this booklet there is a subject preference form.  Students must select the subjects they hope to study for the next Key
Stage 4 years.  Very careful thought should be given to this decision.

Students will receive guidance about making decisions in their lessons, assemblies and tutorials.

HOW TO DECIDE

You must
� Read this booklet carefully;
� Talk to your subject teachers;
� Talk to your tutor;
� Talk to your parents/carers
� Ask a lot of questions

Ask yourself
� Which subjects do I enjoy the most?
� Which subject am I making the most progress?
� What do I want to do in the future and should this influence my choices?

Do NOT consider
� Which subjects your friends are taking because you may be in a different group even if they do choose the same subject.
� Which teacher teaches you now because they may leave or that teacher may not be allocated to teach your group.



CHOOSING A SUBJECT

� Art and Design
� Children Learning & Development
� Dance
� Drama
� Food Technology
� ICT (Voc)

� Media Studies (Voc)
� Photography
� Physical Education (Voc)
� Product Design
� Religious Education

 And  compulsory non examination course.
� Physical Education

* Students studied core Science in Year 9 and will be studying additional Science in Year 10 .  Some students will have the opportunity
to do further additional Science in Year 11.  This is the equivalent  of the Triple Science Award.

All upper band students will study the following courses.

� English
� Mathematics
� Science*
� Computing

and choose additional courses from the following:



The Government has made major changes to GCSE.  The aim is for them to be far more rigorous with a greater weight
placed on literacy and numeracy skills.   These ‘new’ GCSEs have an emphasis on students acquiring a core of essential
knowledge in English, maths and sciences, but the specifications for all subjects demand a greater depth and breadth
of knowledge and the level of thinking needed to achieve the top score will be higher.   Some of the key changes will
be as follows:

(a) All assessment will be at the end of Year 11.   There will be no more modules and students will not be able to take
some exams early.

(b) Exams will form 100% of the assessment in nearly every subject.   Coursework and controlled assessments will cease
in nearly all subjects.

(c) There will be a new grading scale. The scale will be from 1 to 9, with 9 being the highest.

THE NEW GCSEs

The Department for Education has decided that grade 5 will be the ‘good
pass’

(d) Students will not lose out as a result of the changes:

� broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and
above as currently achieve a grade C and above;

� broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and
above as currently achieve a grade A and above;

� the bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade G;

� Please contact the school if you would like any further information



Subject Description
GCSE English Language and English Literature are studied by all students
in Year 9, 10 and 11 at Sydney Russell.  They are two completely separate
GCSEs.  Students will take their English Literature exam at the end of Year
10 and their English Language exam at the end of Year 11.   You will need
to have a passion for interpreting and evaluating texts and creating
original and well-crafted texts of your own.

Specification Details
This qualification counts towards the English Bacc and the performance
measures

100% Exam
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2: 2 hours 15 minutes

100% Exam
Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes

Course Requirements

Paper 1: Shakespeare ( ) and the Nineteenth Century Novel (
)

Paper 2: Modern Drama ( ), Studied Poetry (Love and Relationships)
and Unseen Poetry

Paper 1: Reading Fiction, Writing Creatively
Paper 2: Reading Non-Fiction, Writing to Argue

Additional Information
The course is rigorous: it encompasses several challenging texts that will
be examined by closed text exams.  It is essential, therefore, that you are
determined to succeed from your very first lesson in Year 9.

Contact
Ms H. Evans (Head of English)

Location: Kingsley Building – K2.44
Email: hev@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?

A good qualification in English or English Literature is the passport to a wide
variety of careers and many journalists, T.V presenters and successful actors,
for example, have degrees in English.

Shakespeare is the second most quoted writer in the English language – after
the various writers of the Bible.

J. K. Rowling said “I always advise students who ask me for tips on being a
writer to read as much as they possibly can.”

ENGLISH



MATHEMATICS
Subject Description
Mathematics is a requirement of the National Curriculum and forms part
of the core subject that all students study at GCSE Level.

Specification Details
Edexcel Linear GCSE  (2015 Specification) – 1MA1

Course Requirements
The GCSE course are examined by external examinations. There are no
coursework or project in Mathematics. There is a terminal examination
at the end of Year 11 which consist of three papers and represents 100%
of the grade.
.

Additional Information
Students will be entered for either the Higher Tier (Grade 9-4) or the
Foundation Tier (Grade 5-1). Students will be taught in ability sets based
on their progress and attainment grades at the end of year 8.

The Assessment Objectives

AO1: Use and apply standard techniques

AO2: Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically and

AO3: Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts
have been embedded into our programme of study; this introduction
ensures that our students have the necessary skills to use Mathematics
in real life context.

Contact

Mr E. Nanor (Head of Mathematics)

Location: Kingsley Building – K1.19
Email: ena@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
The = sign ("equals sign") was invented by 16th Century Welsh
mathematician Robert Recorde, who was fed up with writing "is equal to"
in his equations.

Plus (+) and Minus (-) sign symbols were used as early as 1489 A.D.

In working out mathematical equations, the Greek mathematician
,Pythagoras used little rocks to represent numbers. Hence the name of
Calculus was born which means pebbles in Greek.



Subject Description
GCSE Science at the Sydney Russell School is a fun, engaging and
inspiring subject. The course caters for all abilities and interests, whether
you would like to pursue sciences at A-level or just wish to develop your
scientific literacy to prepare you for the ever evolving modern world.

Specification Details
AQA

Depending on whether you study combined trilogy science or separate
sciences, you will receive two or three GCSEs respectively.
Combined trilogy specification code: 8464
Separate sciences specification code: 8461 (Biology), 8162 (Chemistry),
8163 (Physics).

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

Course Requirements
All students are required to sit six exams at the end of Year 11 - two
Biology, two Physics and two Chemistry. Additionally, students will have

to perform a number of required practical experiments over the duration
of the course.   For combined trilogy science, the exams are 1 hour 15
minutes each and there are 16 required practical experiments to be
completed.  For separate sciences, the exams are 1 hour 45 minutes as
they cover more content. There are 24 required practical experiments to
be completed.

Additional Information
1. Cell biology,  2. Organisation, 3.Infection and response, 4.

Bioenergetics, 5.Homeostasis and response, 6. Inheritance, variation and
evolution, 7.Ecology

1. Atomic structure and the periodic table, 2. Bonding,
structure and the properties of matter,  3. Quantitative chemistry, 4.
Chemical changes, 5. Energy changes, 6. The rate and extent of chemical
changes, 7. Organic chemistry, 8. Chemical analysis, 9. Chemistry of the
atmosphere, 10. Using resources

1. Forces, 2. Energy, 3. Waves, 4. Electricity, 5. Magnetism and
electromagnetism, 6. Particle model of matter, 7. Atomic structure, Space
(separate sciences only)

Contact
Mr N. Charman (Subject Leader)

Location: Shaftesbury S0.08
Email: nch@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
Did you know Britain has won a Nobel prize in a science discipline 63
times? Maybe you could be the next winner…

There are 60,000 miles of blood vessels in the human body.

Every hour the universe expands by a billion miles in all directions.

The only letter not used in the periodic table is J.

THE SCIENCES



Subject Description
GCSE Computing will encourage learners to be inspired, moved and
challenged by following a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of
study. The course will allow learners to develop their understanding of
emerging technologies, develop computer programs and understand
and use algorithms within computer programs to solve problems.
Computing will help learners to gain an insight into related sectors. It will
prepare candidates to make informed decisions about further learning
opportunities and career choices.

Specification Details
OCR GCSE Computing (J276)
The course is made up of an externally assessed written exam (80%) and
1 coursework Units (20%).

Course Requirements
� Develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies,

understanding of how they work and apply this knowledge and
understanding in a range of contexts.

� Acquire and apply knowledge, some technical skills and an
understanding of the use of algorithms in computer programs to
solve problems using programming.

� Use their knowledge and understanding of computer technology
to become independent and discerning users of IT, able to make
informed decisions about the use and be aware of the implications
of different technologies.

� Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and
understanding of IT in a range of contexts.  Develop computer
programs to solve problems.

� Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the
impact of, and issues related to, the use of computer technology in
society.

.

Additional Information
If you are considering taking an A-Level in any of the Computer
science/ICT subjects or are considering a career in a related profession
then this course will give you the background knowledge and
understanding.

Contact
Mr D. Jacob (Head of Computing)

Location: Durrant Building - D2.11
Email: dja@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
By 2020, current government projections show that more than 800,000
high-end computing jobs will be created in the economy, making it one of
the fastest growing occupational fields.

Computer science and computer engineering bachelor degrees are in high
demand and command two of the top three average salary offers from
employers among all majors.

COMPUTING



Subject Description
If you enjoy , developing your visual skills,  being creative, enthusiastic
and imaginative, visiting galleries, experimenting and taking risks with
your work then our GCSE Art and Design is the ideal subject for you.
You will, ideally have some experience of using art materials and
processes, together with some knowledge of contemporary and
historical art and design.  More importantly, you should have a
commitment to, and love of the subject and feel motivated to develop
your visual skills and express your ideas in working through projects and
assignments.
The GCSE covers a range of activities and in-depth assignments. You will
have the opportunity to experiment with different media in order to
explore your strengths and preferences. There are a wide range of options
within the different endorsements, or you may choose to work in several
areas. Whatever you choose, the main aim of the course is to develop
your visual language skills and for you to build a comprehensive portfolio
of work to progress to further courses or employment.

Specification Details
Edexcel GCSE Art and Design

Course Requirements
 - Personal Portfolio in Art and Design (

)
 - Externally Set Assignment in Art and Design (

.)
Each unit is assessed separately out of 80 marks. You will be assessed
using 4 assessment objectives of develop, review/experiment, record
and present.

Additional Information
On completion of your GCSE Art and Design course, you could progress
to further education.

• BTEC Nationals in Art and Design
• the Diploma in Creative and Media
• GCE AS Art and Design.

If you choose to look for a job, you will have a portfolio of work that will
evidence your ability to pursue a two-year GCSE course in Art and Design,
covering different assignments and producing a range of work.

Contact
Mr D. Wright (Head of Art and Design)

Location: Art Studio Lester Building
Email: dwr@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
Creative industries contributed 2.9% of the UK’s Gross Value.

1.5 million people are employed in the creative industries or in creative
roles in other industries, 5.1% of the UK’s employment

Exports of services by the creative industries accounted for 10.6% of the
UK’s exports of services.

There were an estimated 106,700 businesses in the creative industries in
2011.  This represents 5.1% of all companies.

ART & DESIGN



Subject Description
This course is designed for learners aged 14–16 who have an interest in
children’s learning and development and wish to develop the skills and
learn the theory that can prepare them for further study and employment
within the childcare sector. It will particularly appeal to learners who are
looking for a course that is practical in nature.

Specification Details
Our new Level 1/2 Technical Awards in non-EBacc subjects are ideally
suited to learners with a preference for practical, rather than theoretical
learning.   Many of them are tailored towards specific career areas and all
have a focus on creativity.   These vocational qualifications fulfil entry
requirements for academic and vocational study post-16, and will count
as equivalent to one GCSE in the Key Stage 4 performance tables.

Course Requirements
Research task Learners will carry out an in-depth research study

on a topic of their choosing, including: • pre-conceptual care • ante-natal

care • health, safety, diet and care of the child • play • education • support
for the parent and child.

Child Study Learners will work with a child aged up to 10 years
over a period of 4–6 months.   During this time the learner will: • carry out
and evaluate appropriate research • use research to select, plan and justify
activities which will enable them to observe physical, intellectual and
cognitive, emotional and social, communication and language
development.

Development of the child from pre-conception to 10 years old
Learners will study the fundamentals of children’s learning and
development and acquire the underpinning knowledge required to carry
out the two practical units.

Additional Information
Will the knowledge and skills developed be useful for further study? They
will finish the course having developed a wide range of practical skills
some of which are particularly helpful for a career in the childcare sector
such as observing, communicating and working with children and other
skills which will be valuable no matter what career path they choose.
These include skills in research, communication, decision-making and
problem-solving.

Contact
Ms W. McArthur - Development Co-Ordinator)

Location: Kingsley Building - K1.23
Email: wep@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
Did you know children learn more in their early years than in any other time

in their life. They need love and nurturing to develop a sense trust and

security that turns into confidence as they grow.

CHILDREN LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT



DANCE
Subject Description
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students
to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity,
whatever their previous experience in the subject. This specification
recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will
study a range of dance styles and style fusions. Apart from the solo
performance, they can choose any style in which to perform and
choreograph, providing it meets the assessment criteria.
The study of the anthology of professional works will develop their ability
to critically appraise professional dance works and provide a springboard
for engaging in practical tasks.

Specification Details
 (internally assessed by your dance teacher and

moderated by an external examiner)  Set phrases will be taught and
performed as a solo (approximately 1:00min in duration). Duet/trio
performance ( 3:00mins dance piece which is a maximum of 5:00mins in
duration).

 (internally assessed by your dance teacher and
moderated by an external examiner)

You do not have to perform in your own choreography but can if
you wish to.  Solo or group choreography – a solo (2:00-2:30mins) or a
group dance for two to five dancers (3:00-3:30mins).

(externally assessed written exam)
• A written exam of 1hr 30mins. The paper asks your knowledge and
understanding of professional dance works you have studied, how to
choreograph and of your own performance practice.

Additional Information

When opting for GCSE Dance, you will gain an extra qualification in year
9 called an Arts Award.  You will be entered for a Bronze, Silver or Gold
Level qualification depending on your current stage of development.

 To achieve Bronze, Level 1 award on the Regulated
Qualifications Framework (RQF), students take part in a dance
performance, go to a dance event, research and share their skills with
others. Students need to plan their work and keep a record by creating
their own Arts Award portfolio. You will have the opportunity to be
taught by a number of professional dance practitioners through
workshops, get to watch live performances in the West End and have the
opportunity to perform your pieces at the Broadway Theatre.

Contact
Miss K Powell (Head of Dance)

Location: Kingsley - K0.02
Email: kpo@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
A three-hour dance performance is roughly equivalent to two 90-minute
football matches back to back or running 18 miles.
Dancers have better than average peripheral vision! Head angles are widely
used in dance, so dancers have to use their eyes if they want to look to the
side, without turning their heads.
The average dancer does 200 one leg landing jumps per class – These jumps
can produce a force equivalent to 12 times the dancers body weight.

Dancers are known to be disciplined, focused, and high achievers who tend
to be successful students and hard workers. A male dancer lifts over 1 ½ tons
of ballerinas during a performance.



Subject Description
 GCSE Drama will develop you as a theatre practitioner and as a confident
and empathetic individual.  During the course you will take on the roles
of an actor, director and designer. The course demands the creation of
original work as well as looking at plays written by other people. You will
look at the technical production elements that bring scripts alive on stage,
for example, lighting, sound, set design and costume design.
The written elements of the course develop your analytical writing,
providing excellent support for other subject areas.   You will find that
Drama will help you feel more self-confident and prepare you to deal
with a range of different situations and people.  It will allow you to voice
your opinions, explore what you are passionate about, push boundaries
and understand more about the world we live in.

Specification Details
 (you can be examined as an actor or a

designer). In groups you devise a play based on a stimulus. You are
marked on your performance and your evaluation of your process in an
essay and a presentation.

 (you can be examined as an
actor or a designer). In groups you must perform in or design for two
extracts from a published play.  Your teacher will help you chose the right
text for you.

A written exam. The first section asks you to answer questions about a
set text as an actor, director and designer. The second section asks
questions about a professional production of a play you have seen.

Course Requirements
Component 1 40% (internally assessed by your drama teacher)
Component 2 20% (externally assessed by a visiting examiner)
Component 3 40% (externally assessed written exam)

Additional Information
The course requires you to see at least one professional theatre
production, but you will have the opportunity to see many more. Our
current GCSE classes have had the opportunity to see War Horse, The
Woman in Black, In the Heights and The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-time.

Contact
Ms L. Peck (Head of Drama)

Location: Durrant - D0.04
Email: lpe@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?

The UK’s creative industries are now worth £71.4 billion per year to the UK
economy.   It is the UK's fastest-growing sector.  The Department for Media,
Culture and Sport.

The future belongs to young people with an education and the imagination
to .
President Barack Obama

Logic will get you from A to B.  will take you everywhere.
Albert Einstein

DRAMA



FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Subject Description
The GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition specification sets out the
knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the
principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.

Specification Details
AQA  GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (8585)

Course Requirements
Food preparation and nutrition

Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition from Sections
1 to 5.

� Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
� 100 marks
� 50% of GCSE

Food investigation (30 marks)
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and
chemical properties of ingredients.  Practical investigations are a
compulsory element of this NEA task.

 Food preparation assessment (70 marks)
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning,
preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition
related to the chosen task.  Students will prepare, cook and present a
final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three
hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.

Additional Information
You may be asked to make a small contribution towards the ingredients
used.  Not all lessons will be practical there is a heavy theory aspect to
the course.

Contact
Ms S. Chowdrey  (Subject Leader of Food Technology)

Location: Lester Building - L0.03
Email: sch@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
Did you know strawberries are the only fruit which has seeds on the outside?

Did you know adding salt to a pineapple will cause it to be sweeter?

Did you know eating an apple in the morning is better than coffee at waking
you up?



Subject Description
Information Communication Technology covers all forms of computer
and communications equipment and software used to create, design,
store, transmit, interpret and manipulate information in various formats.
Personal computers, laptops, tablets, mobile phones, transport systems,
televisions, and network technologies are just some examples of the
diverse array of ICT tools.  ICT skills are essential for success in
employment and higher education, and are among the fundamental
transferrable skills required by employers.

Specification Details
Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in ICT (J810)
Students will have to sit an external exam worth 25% of the overall grade.
75% will be made up of coursework.

Course Requirements
This will provide

learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding required
to use computer systems effectively.

 This
will enable learners to develop ICT skills that would equip them to
operate effectively in a business environment.

This will enable learners to demonstrate their
creative flair by combining multimedia components to create a vibrant,
energetic or stimulating www, webpage, or interactive product.

This will enable learners to gain an appreciation of computer hardware
and the range of platforms currently available, including gaming and
mobile devices.

Additional Information
We have combined units from Mandatory, Technical and Creative Strand
to bring you a course that you will thoroughly enjoy while you enrich
your ICT skills.
If you are considering taking an A-Level in any of the ICT/Computer
science subjects or are considering a career in a related profession then
this course will give you the background knowledge and understanding.

Contact
Mr D. Jacob (Head of Computing)

Location: Durrant Building - D2.11
Email: dja@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?

Britons do 35% of their spending online, while one in six buys using a
smartphone, with the number increasing every year companies are always
trying to promote their websites coming up with creative ways in which ICT
can be used to help people spend more.

ICT (VOC)



Subject Description
We want to enable our candidates to develop a critical awareness and
understanding of the media and its role in building and moulding society
and its attitudes through the exploration of the products of media
production processes (media texts), the institutions which produce them
and the audiences which respond to them.

Candidates engage in the construction, deconstruction and critical
analysis of a range of media texts and in the study of texts in relation to
media institutions and media audiences. This enables candidates to put
theory into practice by creating their own media products, thus affording
opportunities for engagement in creative, imaginative and aesthetic
activity.

Specification Details
WJEC Creative and Media Award - (75%  Controlled Assessment – 25%
Exam) Equivalent to 1 x GCSE.

Course Requirements
The course is assessed through 75% Controlled Assessment and 25%
Exam.

� 9751/01 Creating a proposal in response to a brief

� 9752/01 Creating an outcome in response to a brief

� 9766/01 Skills development in Moving Image Production

Additional Information
This is an exciting and popular course with a range of different ways of

learning. One day you may be presenting, another day shooting a video

or analysing a computer game! Students can either to go on to higher

Level 3 BTec Media courses or apply for training within a Media Industry.

You need to be able to work individually and in a team, and be happy to

develop ICT skills to explain your ideas.

Contact
Mr D. Fossey (Head of Media)

Location: Shaftesbury - S0.02
Email: dfo@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
In 2013, UK children spent more time using media products than doing any
other activity; except for sleeping!

MEDIA STUDIES (VOC)



Subject Description
If you enjoy developing your visual skills.  Being creative, enthusiastic and
imaginative.  Experimenting and taking risks with your work, then our
GCSE Photography is the ideal subject for you.

You will, ideally have some experience of using a camera to take pictures,
together with some knowledge of contemporary and historical art and
design.  More importantly, you should have a commitment to, and love
of the subject and feel motivated to develop your visual skills and express
your ideas in working through projects and assignments.

The GCSE covers a range of activities and in-depth assignments. You will
have the opportunity to experiment with different media in order to
explore your strengths and preferences. Whatever you choose, the main
aim of the course is to develop your visual language skills and for you to
build a comprehensive portfolio of work to progress to further courses
or employment.

Specification Details
Edexcel GCSE - Photography

Course Requirements
 - Personal Portfolio in Photography (

)
 - Externally Set Assignment in Photography (

.)

Each unit is assessed separately. You will be assessed using 4 assessment
objectives of develop, review/experiment, record and present.

Additional Information
On completion of your GCSE Photography course, you could progress to
further education.

Southern Consortium Courses at Level 3 include:
• GCE AS Photography
• GCE A Level Photography

If you choose to look for a job, you will have a portfolio of work that will
evidence your ability to pursue a two-year GCSE course in Art and Design,
covering different assignments and producing a range of work.

Contact
Mr D. Wright (Head of Art and Design)

Location: Art Studio Lester Building
Email: dwr@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
� Cameras are made for right-handed people?

� The first photograph was an image produced in 1826 by the French
inventor Nicéphore Niépce on a polished pewter plate covered with a
petroleum derivative called bitumen of Judea?

� The first permanent colour photo was taken in 1861 by the Scottish
physicist James Clerk Maxwell, but that the first fully practical colour film,
Autochrome, did not reach the market until 1907?

� Today we snap as many photos every two minutes as humanity as a
whole did in the 1800s?

PHOTOGRAPHY



Subject Description
BTEC PE encourages personal development through practical
participation and performance in a range of sports and exercise activities.
It give learners a wider understanding and appreciation of health-related
fitness, sports and exercise through a selection of optional specialist units.

Specification Details
BTEC PE encourage learners to develop their people, communication,
planning and team-working skills by selecting from optional units
available including:
Unit 1:  Fitness Testing (External Exam)
Unit 2:  Practical Sport (Internal Unit)
Unit 5:  Training for Personal Fitness (Internal Unit)
Unit 6:  Sports Leader (Internal Unit)

�The grades range from Level 2PP to Level 2D*D*
�Learners who achieve at least a  Level 2 PASS is the equivalent of 1 GCSE
grade C
�Learners who do not achieve at Level 2 may be awarded a Level 1 grade.

Course Requirements
The course is predominantly internally assessed and coursework based.
However, 25 per cent of the qualification is externally assessed. Edexcel
sets and marks these assessments.

To complete the course each student must study four units

are Internally Assessed through coursework

 of the qualification is externally assessed.

Edexcel sets and marks these assessments.

Additional Information
The course consists of 2 x (1 hour) practical and 2 x (1 Hour) theory lessons
a week.

Contact
Ms D. Kemp (Subject Leader)

Location: Kingsley - PE Office
Email: dke@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
For more than 25 years, BTECs have earned their reputation as well-
established, enduringly effective qualifications. They have a proven track
record in improving motivation and achievement among young learners.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (VOC)



PRODUCT DESIGN
Subject Description
The Design and Technology specification sets out the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to undertake the iterative design
process of exploring, creating and evaluating.

Specification Details
AQA Design and Technology (8552)

Course Requirements

� Core technical principles
� Specialist technical principles
� Designing and making principles

Written exam: 2 hours | 100 marks | 50% of GCSE

Non-Exam Assessment: 30–35 hours approx | 100 marks |�50% of GCSE

� Substantial design and make task
� Assessment criteria:
� Identifying and investigating design possibilities
� Producing a design brief and specification
� Generating design ideas
� Developing design ideas
� Realising design ideas
� Analysing & evaluating
� In the spirit of the iterative design process, the above should be

awarded holistically where they take place and not in a linear manner
� Contextual challenges to be released annually by AQA on 1 June in

the year prior to the submission of the NEA
� Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence
� Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by AQA

Additional Information
Not all lessons will be practical, the course has a heavy theory content.
Lessons will involve problem solving and testing.  Students will be
expected to work both collaboratively and independently.

Contact
Ms N. Evers (Head of Design & Technology)

Location: Lester Building - L0.05
Email: nev@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
In 1978, James Dyson became frustrated with his vacuum cleaner’s
diminishing performance. Taking it apart, he discovered that its bag was
clogging with dust, causing suction to drop. He’d recently built an industrial
cyclone tower for his factory that separated paint particles from the air using
centrifugal force. But could the same principle work in a vacuum cleaner?

He set to work. Five years and 5,127 prototypes later, he had invented the
world’s first bagless vacuum cleaner.



Subject Description
The course consists in-depth units of.

� Religion and Human Relationships.
� Religion and Medical Ethics.
� Religion and Equality.
� Religion, Poverty and Capital wealth.
� Religion, Peace and Justice.

Specification Details

(Deity, Religious and Spiritual Experience, End of Life)

(Good and Evil, Revelation, Science)

(Relationships, Medical Ethics, Poverty and Wealth)

(Peace and Justice, Equality, Media)

Course Requirements
The GCSE course is externally examined by examiners
The students have 2x2 hour exams over a period of one month.
The first exam the students are externally examined in Units B601 and
B602.
The second exam the students are externally examined in Units B603 and
B604.

There is no coursework.

Additional Information
This course is open to everyone. You do not have to be religious to study
Religious Education.
It is increasingly important to study eligion because we are living in an
increasingly diverse, multicultural country. Being familiar with the
religions of others can help foster positive human interactions in society.

Contact
Mr C. Sullivan (Head of Department of Civics)

Location: Kingsley - K1.26
Email: csu@sydney-r.bardaglea.org.uk

Did you know?
There are more than 10,000 distinct religious groups in the world.

Dogs are mentioned 14 times in the Bible, and lions 55 times, but domestic

cats are not mentioned at all.

Buddhism currently has about 376 million followers and is generally listed as

the world’s fourth largest religion after Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. With

about 1.57 billion Muslims comprising about 23% of the world’s population,

Islam is the second-largest religion and arguably the fastest-growing religion

in the world.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
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