
 
           5th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Following the Government’s recent announcement signalling the start of a phased return to school, I 

would like to update you on the actions we are taking to safely welcome back our EYFS, Year 1 and Year 

6 and to offer our Year 10 and 12 ‘some face to face’ support whilst continuing to accommodate the 

children of keyworkers and those with an EHCP 

 

I acknowledge that there is still a great deal of uncertainty and anxiety around children returning to 

school; as a parent myself I understand that. You will no doubt have many unanswered questions and I 

hope this letter goes some way towards answering them. Over the coming weeks much may change 

again, however, what I can assure you will not change is my resolute and unswerving focus on the 

safety of our young people and staff here at Sydney Russell.  

 
We have currently completed a comprehensive risk assessment and implemented the protective 
measures outlined by the Government for school. Below for your information is an outline of some of 
the measures we have put in place to ensure the safety of our young people and staff: 

 
• Children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 will work in groups of no more that 10 with the ideal size being 7 

(Government guideline is 15).  

• Classrooms have been redesigned to promote safe practice including social distancing. It also means an 

allocated table for each student, the removal of additional furniture and no sharing of resources.  

• A reduction in the number and nature of resources – particularly play-based resources for younger 

children – to enable regular cleaning. 

• Children will be taught by the same staff members as much as possible in order to reduce ‘contact 

points’. This may mean that children are not with their current teacher or in their usual classroom.  

• The groups will not mix with each other and will be kept separate from each other at all times including 

breaks and mealtimes. 

• In order to reduce ‘contact points’ the school times will be staggered including start and finishing times. 

• All previously planned gatherings (Assembly, Sports Days, etc) will not take place  

• The wearing of facemasks is not recommended in line with government advice. Face coverings may be 

beneficial for short periods indoors where there is a risk of close social contact with people you do not 

usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot be maintained, for example on 

public transport or in some shops. This does not apply to schools or other education settings, as 



 

protective measures will be in place ensuring children and staff only mix with a small consistent group.’ 

However, it is parental choice. If you or your child wishes to wear a face covering please ensure that they 

are used and disposed of correctly, according to guidelines; see the link for further information: 

https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-wear-a-face-mask#what-not-to-do 

• Staff will use PPE when administering first aid 

• No parents / carers are allowed on site unless invited. 

• One-way systems have been established where appropriate 

• Sanitisers have been placed at all entrances,  in toilets, in staff areas and in all primary classrooms 

• Stringent handwashing and cleaning routines have been put in to help manage the risk of infection.  

• There will be a cleaner on each site all day, every day 

• Classrooms have their own sanitisers, tissues, wipes and lidded pedal bins 

• Classroom doors will be kept open as will windows 

• Water fountains have been turned off and bottled water will be made available. 

• Children and staff who present with COVID-19 symptoms will be isolated prior to being sent home. 

 
Can I remind parents that ‘Children with conditions which render them clinically extremely 
vulnerable should not attend school.  Children who live with someone with conditions which render them 
clinically extremely vulnerable should not attend school.’’  

 
I recognise that the decision whether or not you send your child back to school as part of the phased 
return is an extremely difficult one.  I hope that the information on how we will implement protective 
measures and how these will impact on the day to day running of the school will help you in your decision 
making. Risk cannot be entirely removed and so it is for parents to come their own decision based upon 
the information provided.  During this period attendance at school will not be monitored in the usual 
way and should you decide not to send your child to school you will not face consequences for non-
attendance. 

  
These are certainly no ordinary times and I believe that education is now more important than ever. We 
have canvassed our primary parents and for those returning our door will open on: 
 

• Monday June 8th  for Year 1.  

• Monday June 15th for EYFS(part time) 

• Thursday 18th for Year 6 

• Monday 23rd for EYFS (full time) 
 

https://www.healthline.com/health/how-to-wear-a-face-mask#what-not-to-do


 

If you indicated that your child would not be returning at this time please note that your childs name will 
be added to a waiting list and you will be contacted when a space becomes available. 
 
Our year 10 students will be invited into school from June the 15th for either:  

• A face to face appointment with their  tutor 

• On-line TEAM Support 

• NEA Examination Support  

Our year 10 pastoral team will be touch to give you more information of the structure of the meetings 

and confirm the times. 

Last but not least are our Year 12 students. From Monday 15th June they will be given the opportunity 

to meet with each of their A level teachers. The 16+ team will be making contact with you soon to 

arrange. 

I would like to end by reiterating that the safety of our young people, their families and our staff are 

paramount and my primary concern at all time  

Take care and stay safe. 

  
Kind regards  

 

Janis Davies  

Principal 

 

           


