
 
            3rd March 2021 

 

Dear students, parents and carers, 
 
GCSE grades – summer 2021 
 
I am writing to outline the thinking for our approach to the grades for GCSE students for the current summer 2021 
season. Whilst at the moment there are a number of details to be worked out, which we wait to hear from the exam 
boards about, I felt it important to communicate early-on in the process to provide re-assurance to the anxiety and 
uncertainty that I’m sure many of you are feeling at the moment about your GCSE grades and futures.  
 
 
On Thursday 25th February, OFQUAL and the DfE released their guidance on how students will receive their grades this 
summer. The key principles of this guidance are: 

- Students will receive teacher assessed grades for each of the subjects in which they have been entered 

- The teacher assessed grades will be based on evidence to show the level the student is currently working at and 

will not be an estimate of what the student would have achieved 

- Schools should consider a range of evidence to come to these teacher assessed grades – this can be from work 

already completed, such as coursework (NEA), assessments and substantial class or homework that reflects the 

type of task usually seen from the exam board 

-  Most importantly, the guidance is clear that this evidence should include work yet to be completed. The 

guidance states, and we agree, that the more recently the evidence was produced, the more likely it is represent 

the accurate level of student performance 

- The exam boards will be providing appropriate model assessment materials to support in the gathering of this 

range of evidence in due course – we expect these to be available by Easter 

- An extensive internal and external moderation process will be undertaken to ensure that marking and teacher 

assessment is accurate 

- The date for the submission of results is 18th June 2021 – no assessing or gathering of evidence can occur after 

this date 

- The GCSE results day is 12th August 2021 

 
What does this mean for students? 
 

- Make sure that if you are sitting a subject with coursework, that it is completed to the best of your ability 

- You will not be sitting mock exams upon your return to school this half term 

- Your grades are not already decided - we have a range of evidence from work you have already completed, but 

we will need more to make a fair and up to date assessment of your grade 

- In the Easter Term, you will be asked to undertake further assessments, as provided by the exam board and by 

your teachers to help us to build a fair portfolio of evidence for your teachers to assess to demonstrate the 

grade at which you are working. These assessments will not be in the exam venue – the likeliest option is that 

they will be undertaken in class under your teacher’s supervision 



 
- These assessments are likely to take the form of groups of questions on topics you have studied across your 

course, in a similar style to exam questions 

- You will be given plenty of warning as to when these assessments will be – we do not have the details yet from 

the exam board, but we will let you know, either through the Y11 Team or through your subject teachers, when 

you will be assessed and on what as soon as we know. Again, although specific dates are not yet confirmed, this 

will certainly be during the half term after the Easter holidays 

- We will make sure students are given the fairest opportunity to demonstrate best the grade they are working 

to in each subject – there will be no single assessment that determines the grade. The intention is that we will 

give students multiple opportunities to show what they know and what they have learned  

- We will make clear to students which work is being used and assessed for the purpose of their grade in advance 

- Most importantly, students now need to begin to get themselves in a position to be able to show to the best of 

their ability what they know and have learned. This means that they should now be beginning, with their 

teachers, to prepare themselves in terms of revision and re-covering old material. The Easter holidays in 

particular should be a time well used by students to prepare themselves for the work they will need to produce 

when they return after the break. It is a great opportunity for students to show what they can do and to earn 

the grade they want.  

 
I appreciate that this has been a very turbulent year and one of great uncertainty in terms of how the exam season this 
summer will play out. I hope you can take confidence in the fact that we have a clear plan to ensure that students 
receive grades that are appropriate, fair and reflective of what they can do in their subjects to allow them to take the 
correct next steps in their academic career. I will be in touch once we have more specific details as to the organisation 
and structure of the assessments due after Easter. In the meantime, whilst nothing can be discussed in terms of grades 
by staff, please feel free to contact Mr Conant and the Examinations Team at exams@sydneyrussellschool.com if you 
have any questions.  

 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Janis Davies 
 
Principal 
 
 


