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What is it like to grow up in a 
place where the same police 
officer who told your primary 
school class they were special 
stops and searches you at 13 
because 'you fit the description 
of a man' - and where it is 
possible to walk two and a half 
miles through an estate of 
1,444 homes without ever 
touching the ground?

Femi was born in 1990 in Kano, 
Nigeria. When he was seven 
years old, he moved to join his 
parents on the North Peckham 
Estate. In 2016 he was chosen as 
the first young people's laureate 
for London. In 2020, he pub-
lished his debut poetry collec-
tion, entitled Poor, which won the 
Forward Prize's Felix Dennis Prize 
for Best First Collection.A
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