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On New Years Day 1975, the day of 
his almost-suicide, life said yes to 
Archie Jones. Not OK or 
'You-might-as-well-car-
ry-on-since-you've-started'. A 
resounding affirmative. Promptly 
seizing his second life by the horns, 
Archie meets and marries Clara 
Bowden, a Caribbean girl
twenty-eight years his junior.
Thus begins a tale of friendship, of 
love and war, of three culture and 
three families over three generations. 
. .

Zadie Smith (born October 27, 
1975, London, England) British 
author known for her treatment of 
race, religion, and cultural identity 
and for her novels’ eccentric char-
acters, savvy humour, and snappy 
dialogue. She became a sensation 
in the literary world with the publi-
cation of her first novel, White 
Teeth, in 2000.


